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Broadcastina Events of National Siqnificance 

This is a response by the Commercial Radio Companies Association to the letter dated 
10'~ July from the Secretary of State which enclosed a briefing paper. 

Part lVof  the Broadcasting Act 1996 is. primarily coneprned with television broadcasts 
.1/,%. ,., . : . . . . . .  , 

of . malgr . . . . .  events. . . Th;e ..;..>:.. .Cpmmei,cial. .!..r. Radio, . . ' . . .  Go$@,ag@$i&Ss;@Cjatjb.:n (C;ReA);.ie~,i&s:#nts *\ti,; ...* ;,<>;;::J :.,; .,.. . i.,.., :,.:,;; .., ... < %,. ..4'-;. .;I: ... , ,%u. .."/" i" 
ra~~o:.$g,mpan~es;:~lch, fbr~t~t imos?@ii ad not indude-telev181on ~ombanies amongst 
their shareholders. . . 

The CRCA u.nde&tands. that the government may wish toensureth$t:the cowerqge of 
c6rt$in majbr natibfil spodifig events should &t be c.gnfine,d:to. tho<@ able to affotda 

>"I - . .. ,..; ,.,., ::< iiiii. . :., sub,sdfiljtlrJfi $$@$'i!j Qf on.@gofl or a06t&i8i., It cgn also under$t$hdi'hbwever, { f i t  the 
o ~ & i ' ' & t h  s@brts iigjhts &jnser&& have a duty to maimise the profitsmade from 
coverage of tihe event in the interests of their shareholders, members or participants. 

Commercial radio companies believe it is in the interests of British sport, sports men, 
women and fans that sporting. event.&. recbive wide cdwerage. We tlierefore bcilieve that 
the ITC '8 code of gv.idance required by Section 104 of the Broadcasting A G ~  1996 
shmuldinclude advice to sports rights:Hold8rs andpurbhasers that radjiid rights should 
not be bundled with television rights so as to prevent radio coverage of the event@) 
concerned. In our view, it would be wrong for a television company purchasingrights 
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