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13 August 1997 

Head oi General Broadcasting Policy Branch 
Room 413 
DCMS 
2 - 4 Cockspur Street 
London 
SWlY 5DH 

Dear 

I am responding to the letter sent out by the Secretary of State on July 10th in 
connection with listed events. 

Channel 5 has a number of concerns on the issue of listed events, which are 
not solely connected with the criteria for inclusion and exclusion. 

Our first concern is the definition of Category B broadcasters. The Secretary 
of State's letter, ,in its first paragraph, referred to 'everyone' having 'reasonable 

.access to those events'., and in the next sentence to the contribution to sport 
made by 'subscription broadcasters'. There has always been the implication in 
the argument for listing certain events that it is the principle of 'free-to-airt 
access which is important - that people should not have to pay an extra fee (be 
it by subscription or pay-per-view) to watch a particular event. 

The note on possible criteria for listing refers to category A broadcasters as 
those with 'near universal reach1, and Category B broadcasters as pay-TV 
chanriels or 'those which are not generally accessible'. The EU position 
paragraph refers to transmissions 'which would deprive a substantial 
proportion of the public of the possibility of following those events on free 
television'. 

Thus, Channel 5 has apparently been consigned to Category B, even though it 
is free-to-air, simply because only 70% of the UK can receive its signal 
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