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. 26"' August 1997 

The Rt HOII Cllris Smith MP 
Secretaly of State forNationa1 Herit 
DepaLtlncnt of National Hetitage 
2-4 Cockspur Street 
Lontlon. SWlY 5DII 

Dear Secreta~y of State 
@ l , $ j  

2 .. 

'rlla~lk you for your letter of the 10'" July 1997 regarding your rcview of the listing 
of sporting events under thc 1996 Broadcasting Act. 

'I'hc PGA European Tour is opposed to the Listing of any spoiting event in that we 
believe this principle to be fundarnentally flawed. The net effect of this process is 
to deprive the sports' govelning bodies cotlcerned of valuable income, and wedo 
uot agree that thepublic should have an automatic right to live television coverage 
of sports events without reasonable fees being paid for such access. We are 
however conscious of the balance which nceds to be maintai~ied between the 
widest television distribution of our key events and the need to generate incolne 
from the sale of these rights. 

The PGA European Tour management tcqn under the Executive Director Ken 
Schofield CBE is fully aware of these issues and as a Member of the Major Sports 
Division of the C.C.P.R. and as signato~y to the volunta~y code of conduct for (p] er;.: broadcasting rights to sports events we shall continue to take an active role in this 
debate. 

PGA European Tour 

Wentworth Drive 

Virginia Waler 

Surrey GU25 4LX 

Tsl: +44 (0) 1344 842881 

Fox: +44 (0) 1344 842929 

Our Executive in conjunction with the CCPR will present evidence to your review 
committee with particular reference to the Ryder Cup Matches. I should point out 
howevcr that thc relationship between the development of the European Tour, its 
television policies and our success in reccnt Ryder Cup Matches is complex and 
interdependent, 

For your personal immediate infomation, the only scheduled Rydel. Cup Matches 
to take place in the United Kingdom in the next 10 years will be the 2001 Matches 
presently planned for the Belfiy near Bitmingham. 
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