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' Thank you for your recent corrcsponde~lcc inviting my views as Chairman of the RFL on thc 

above matter. You will know, I am surc, that in nly capacity as the thcn Chairman of t l~c  GB 
Sports Council I conceived the notion of thc Codc of Conduct for major spectator sports and 
broadcasts which was supported both in the Housc of Commons and thc Housc of I ~ r d s  and 
led, in due course, to t11c setting up of a Monitoring Comrnittcc undcr thc Chairmanship of 
Lord Alexander. The wholc area of the control of broadcasting and sport is cstrcmcly 
complex and as a Chairman of a major spectator sport who benefits from having a contract 
with B Sky B, wc would inevitably react badly to any attempt to limit our rights to licgotiatc 
the bcst dcal for our sport. You will understand, I am surc, that oncc an cvc~lt is proscribcd 
it limits the sports ability to negotiate the ful l  niarkct valuc for thc.broadcasting rights. I11 
those circumstances we arc, in principle, against the cxtcnsion of tllc list of cvcnts which must 
be retained cxclusivcly for terrestrial television. 

Under the Code of Conduct, I sccurcd agrccmcnt with thc major spcctator sports that, in 
rcturl~ for having the unfcttcrcd rights to incgotiatc thc bcst dcal for tlicn~scivcs with a 
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