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Dear 

CONSULTATION ON EVENTS LISTED UNDER 1'AIt'r IV 011" THE BROAIICASTING 
ACT 1996 

I refer to the letter of 10 July from the Secretary of State to the Chief Executive of the Cable 
Communications Association which invited cor~~ments on the principles that should be applied in 
respect of the 'listing' ofevents. I hope that the following views, both on the specific questions and 
on the wider issue of live sports broadcasting, are useful despite not meeting your deadline. I 
apologise for this delay. You should note that these vicws sl~ould not be taken as representing the 
views of the cable industry as a whole. 

The first point that we would make is that, in developing a view on such issues, we wish to keep the 
interests of our customers at the forefront of our considerations; ie. we wish to ensure that customers 

@$ who have chosen to be connected to a Telewest network should be able to access as wide a range of 
content and other services as possible. As you will be aware, the cable offering allows customers to 
take telecommunications services alone, or in conjunction with television services, which include all. 
terrestrial channels, the BSkyB basic and premium channels as well as other channels. 

Under current arrangements, our customers have benefited from the growth of live sport on television, 
compared to those restricted to terrestrial television, and we wish this trend to continue. In recent 
years, customers have shown an increasing appetite for live sports programmes and we are all aware 
of the impact of sports on cable and satellite penetlation figures. 

Consequently, we believe that, in the interest of customers, the objective must be to achieve 
widespread access to key sports events. However, the extent to which this can currektiy be achieved 
is limited by anumber of factors, including lack of capacity on terrestrial channels and the exclusive 
sale of rights to subscription television. At the s h e  time, we recognise that the interests of the rights 
holders have also to be taken into account and we believe that customers are increasingly willing to. 
pay for access to key sporting events. . . 

We are aware of the benefits that the sale of rights has brought to various sports and that the higher 
values have been founded on exclusivity. I-Iowever, we may now be reaching the time when the 
benefits from exclusivity may bc limiting potential revenue oppoitunities for sport since, wit11 more 
distribution capacity becoming available, the spo~ts bodies themselves may be able to achieve the 
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