
29th August 1997 

The Citizen's Voice in Broadcasting 

VLVIJ31696 

Head of General Broadcasting Policy Branch, 
Room 41 3; 
Department of Culture, Media and Sport, 

,*_, 
2-4 Cockspur Street, 
London SWlY 5DH 

Dear 

Events Listed Under Part IV of the Broadcasting Act 1996 

I am replying to the Secretary of State's letter of 10 July asking for our views on the 
access of listeners and viewers to those events which have a major role in our 
national life. 

(1) Voice of the Listener and Viewer (VLV) supports the Government's proposal to 
establish a set of broad criteria which would improve the transparency of the listing 
process, but it also recognises that these would not remove the need for the exercise 
of judgement by the Secretary of State. 

69 (2) VLV broadly accepts the criteria which might justify the listing of an event. It has 
reservations about the fourth criterion however, namely that it involves the national 
team in the sport concerned in a major international tournament. This criterion 
appears to give precedence to team sports over those requring individual prowess 
and effort, such as athletics, lawn tennis, golf, horseracing or showjumping. The 
emphasis on a national team also raises definitional problems as to whether a series 
of individuals who participate in different events, such as series of athletic events, can 
be deemed to constitute a team, 

VLV would therefore suggest that this criterion is modified to read: "it involves the 
national participants in the sport concerned in a major international tournament." 

(3) VLV also has reservations about including the consideration that an event is a 
shared point in the national character in this part of the criteria for listing an event. 
(see our response (4)(a) below.) 
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